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Pune scientists discover frog species 

Neha Madaan, TNN Dec 16, 2013, 09.45AM IST 

 

PUNE: A new frog species has been discovered in the biodiversity-rich Western Ghats, by scientists of the city-

based MES Abasaheb Garware College and the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER). 

The frog has been christened as 'Raorchestes ghatei', after city-based scientist H V Ghate, in recognition of his 

contributions to the herpetology of the Western Ghats of Maharashtra and as an inspiration to all researchers. It 

will assume the common name, 'Ghate's Shrub Frog'. 

Scientists who undertook the research said 'Raorchestes ghatei' is genetically different from all known species 

of Raorchestes frogs, which makes the discovery all the more significant. 

The new species differs from its counterparts based on a combination of characters, the main character being a 

boney enlargement on the upper arm bone, which is present only in the male of the species discovered, said 

researchers. 

"Research further showed that the new species is genetically distinct and forms a distinct branch within the 

genus 'Raorchestes'. The new species exhibits sexual differences between males and females and shows direct 

development," said IISER Inspire Faculty Fellow Neelesh Dahanukar, adding that the species is widely 

distributed in the Western Ghats of Maharashtra. 

Another researcher involved in the discovery from Abasaheb Garware College, Anand D Padhye, said, "The 

Western Ghats have a rich diversity of amphibians with a great degree of endemism. With recent descriptions of 

several new species and genera of amphibians from here, it is clear that several amphibian species from the 

place are not yet formally described and detailed surveys and studies are thus essential." 

Currently, 49 species are recognized under Raorchestes, while the genus is distributed not only in the Western 

Ghats, but also in southern China, Laos and Vietnam. "Researchers had described 'Raorchestes bombayensis' 

from Castle Rock in Karnataka in 1919 and had mentioned that the species was also present in Kas in Satara 

and Khandala in Pune district. Our research, based on morphological and molecular analysis, however found 

that the population of the Raorchestes from Satara and Pune districts, earlier reported as R bombayensis, are 

actually those of the new species, Ghate's Shrub Frog," added Dahanukar. 

Researchers said though no specific threats to the species could be identified, continuous deforestation in these 

areas leading to habitat fragmentation could be a threat. 

"Several localities from which the species is currently known are also subject to tourism and recreational 

activities. There is a large wind farm near the type locality at Chalkewadi, while other localities are also 

potential wind farm sites. Recently, Dahanukar and others had reported the presence of chytrid fungal infection 

in R bombayensis from Taleghar. It can thus be suggested that Ghate's Shrub Frog is prone to this infection," 

said Padhye. 

Researcher Amit Sayyed from the Wildlife Protection and Research Society in Satara and Anushree Jadhav 

from Garware College were also part of the research findings. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Neha-Madaan.cms
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Private varsities can use JEE to admit engineering students 

TNN Dec 16, 2013, 08.44AM IST 

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh Private University Regulatory Commission (MPPURC) has permitted the private 

universities to admit students for engineering courses through Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) from the next 

academic session. 

However, it is not mandatory and it is not binding on these universities. They may have their own entrance test 

also. Private universities have been taking only 15% admission through JEE so far. 

According to chairman of the commission, Dr A K Pandey, "It will help private universities in streamlining the 

admission process." 

When asked why it is not mandatory to give admissions through only JEE, he said, "Every university has their 

own structure and process for admission. We have given them the option." 

The directorate of technical education (DTE) had abolished state pre-engineering test this year and admissions 

to the government and private engineering colleges would now be done through JEE. 

There are 11 private universities in the state where around 20,000 students are studying in the different 

engineering courses. They include are AISECT (Bhopal), ASK University (Satna), Amity University (Gwalior), 

ITM University (Gwalior), Jaypee University (Guna), Oriental University (Indore), RKDF University (Bhopal), 

People's University (Bhopal), SVN University (Sagar), Jagran Lake City (Bhopal) and Techno Global 

University (Sironj). 
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Know about Satyam who cracked IIT-JEE at the age of 13 

India TV National Desk [ Updated 17 Dec 2013, 06:58:52 ] 

 

Image 1 of 7  (http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/know-about-satyam-who-cracked-iit-jee-at-the-age-of--

31540.html) 

New Delhi: A 13-year-old student from Ara, Bihar, Satyam became the youngest in the country to crack the 

IIT-JEE entrance examination yet. 

 

His name is Satyam. Satyam is the youngest to crack the test in 2013 and in 2012. 

 

Born on July 20, 1999 Satyam belongs to a poor farmer's family. He had completed his class XII from Senior 

Secondary School, Kota with 85 per cent marks. 

 

Satyam passed his eighth class from the Rajasthan Board and cleared ninth to twelfth standard from the CBSE-

affiliated Modern School in Kota. 
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