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New Delhi: Scientists from
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Delhi working on city’s
drainage master plan don’t
think it’s a good idea to cover
storm water drains.

While there may not be
any harm in covering drains
carrying only storm water,
most of Delhi’s storm water
drains carry sewage water
that emanates noxious gases
and can cause severe ground-
water pollution if trapped. A
team from IIT is studying the
impact of covering drains
along with other aspects of
the drainage system.

Prof. AK Gosain of thede-
partment of civil engineer-
ing at IIT Delhi, who is head-

South Corporation has
admitted to NGT it did
not do an environment

ing the study, told TOI, “The
impact of coveringdrainsde-
pends on many issues, espe-
ciallythe cleanlinessof these
drains. Our storm water
drains carry a lot of sewage
and stagnating this could
lead to chemical reactions
andnoxious gasestrapped in-

side. It’s not a good idea to
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IT against storm drain covers

Green Tribunal Forms Panel To Submit Report In 10 Days

LID ON THESE DRAINS

National Green Tribunal is hearing a

covering of Kushak null:
questioned South Corporatio

shove this under the carpet
by coveringit,” hesaid.

Gosain added that the
fumes could be so toxic that
people who go down to de-silt
thesewerscandiefrominhal-
ingthem.

Concerned about the im-
pact of closing drains to
make space for parking lots
and other projects, members

of Yamuna Jiye Abhiyanhad

written to the lieutenant gov-
ernor, Najeeb Jung, last week
demanding that closing of
drains beputon hold untilIIT
submits its study.

Through an RTI enquiry
dated December 6, they have

Kushak Shahdara link Drain from Naoroji
nullahin | drainineast Delhi | Nagar-Africa
south Delhi | (to make Dilli Haat | Avenue to Ring
(10km long) | overit) Road (1.6km long)

etition against

link drain. It has
s claim that it conducted an
environmental impact study prior to undertaking the work

found that the city’s drainage
plan hasn’t been revised
since 1976 and IIT has been
awarded a contract to study

. thedrainage system withina

time frame of 18 monthsfrom
August 1, 2012. The team will
identify and study revival of
natural drainage courses,
ponds and baolis and exam-
ine the issue of covering
storm water drains. :

Manoj Misra, convener of
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan, alsoa
former forest officer, adds
that covering of drains can
lead to massive urban flood-
ing as the concrete covering
will obstruct groundwater
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recharge. In fact, the RTI en-
quiry revealed that major
flooding at the new airport
terminal (T3) on September
16, 2011, came as a wake-up
call for the city planners who
soon gave the study contract
toIlIT.

A petition against cover-
ing of drains is also being
heard by National Green Tri-
bunal which had asked South
Corporation if it had con-
ducted any environmental
impact assessment before
startingthe Kushak Nala cov-
ering project.

The corporation, on Mon-
day, admitted before the tri-
bunal that it had not conduct-
ed any environment impact
assessment.

The tribunal directed all
civic authorities to hold a.
meetingto suggest if it is ap-
propriate to provide lining to
and cover the storm water
drains.

Itconstituted acommittee
comprising representatives
from Delhi Jal Board, Delhi
Development Authority, all
municipal corporations,
Public Works Department
and Prof. Gosain which will
prepare and submit their re-
port within a period of 10
days.

The National Green Tri-
bunal has also directed that
“no authority or agency will
carry out any work of
construction, sealing of
drainage, particularly Kush-
ak Nala” in the meantime.
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AWARDEE Maumita Bhattacharjee (L) being felicitated for creating artificial collagen fibre.

Nagging back pain?
Relax, help onits way

ilhomofeldcrlypeople
around the world are
ing from a severe
health issue - lower back pain
with no permanent treat-
ment or relief in sight. But
that situation my soon
changeford!ebetterdlanks
to the enterprise and innova-
uonofa PhDstudent

—The prime reason for pain
in the lower back is the de-
generation of inter-vertebral
disc present in our spinal col-

is the degeneration

of inter-vertebral disc
present in our spinal
column. Current
treatment modalities
include non-surgical
procedures and
surgical procedures. 9
MAUMITA

But none of these can easi-

ly replace the original colla-

ir-  gen fibre, which

gives
strength to the disc. Hence,

through tissue engineering
technique Maumita has de-

veloped a replica of tissues
ghatcannnm;ctheload—bem*-

: ed problem-solv
ing competition, ‘The Power
of Shunya: Challenge for
Zero', a DuPont initiative , for
this study. She haswon -
Rs 5,00,000.

Quite naturally, Maumita
wants to get her experiment
patented. “It is possible only
after clinical trials,” she says.
Till then she wants to work in
India because she feels the
country is progressing in
terms of higher education.
“There are several institutes
that are ready to pay youa
grant required for any partic-
ular project. Infrastructure
has also been improved, so
it is motivating to work here
in India, rather than
going abroad.”

Archana Mishra
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Global entrepreneurship summit at II'T-Kharagpur from January 10

THNN | Dec 16, 2013, 02.50 PM IST

INDORE: To raise awareness about its three-day annual flagship global entrepreneurship summit
scheduled to start from January 10, students of country's premier technical institute IIT-Kharagpur ar
in city to seek participation from the budding engineers from the city colleges.

The event is ome of the biggest entrepreneurial platforms for academicians, new-age enfrepreneurs,
eminent business personalities, venture capitalists and the students to share their entrepreneurial
endeavours and experiences.

A second year student at ITT-K said, "The preliminary rounds of global husiness plan competition,
Empresario and Envision, the product design competition saw entries from around the country. The
finals of the competitions will be a part of the summit, which acts as a finale of sorts to the year-long
activities of E-Cell.”

The summit with its varied content and participation will prove to be the ulimate stage for engineering fraternity. Participants may register at
www.ges.ecell-iitkgp.org for the event, he added.
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Pvt tech colleges oppose new UGC norms

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 16

THE ONGOING battle for
control over technical educa-
tion in the country between
top regulators All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education
(AICTE) and University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has taken a new turn with pri-
vate technical colleges oppos-
ing new UGC regulations.

An SC order on April 25
curtailed the powers of
AICTE and vested them with
UGC, which issued the new
guidelines for technical edu-
cation last week.

The Pallam Raju-led Hu-

man Resource Development
(HRD) Ministry is trying to
work out a compromise for-
mula, so that UGC and
AICTE can co-regulate tech-
nical education.

Representatives of sev-
eral private engineering col-
leges met Raju Monday and
complained that UGC had
rushed with new regulations
on technical education, leav-
ing them little time to comply.
They demanded that the
AICTE framework for evalu-
ation should be continued as it
wasworking well.

Sources said the ministry
was planning to issue an or-
derunder section 25 of UGC

Business Standard ND 12/17/2013

Act 1956 directing the Com-
mission to conduct man-

provals. The ministry is trying
to work out a mechanism to

dated evaluation of techni- use AICTE expertise while re-
cal colleges through AICTE.  specting the SCorder,” asen-
It has sought the opinion of iorofficial said.

the Law Ministry on the fea- The Supreme Court has
sibility of such an order in  ruled that AICTE has no au-

view of the SC ruling. Sec-
tion 25 says the central gov-
ernment may, by a notifica-

thority to issue any sanction
on universities and affiliated
colleges do not need its ap-

tion in the official gazette, provaltorun MBA and MCA

make rules to carry out the  courses.

purposes of UGC Act. The HRD Ministry has
“Depending on the legal  beentryingto restore AICTE

opinion, the HRD Ministry
will take this forward. It is also
of concern that institutes have
indicated a preference for the
e-governance-backed AICTE
framework for granting ap-

P-19

powers but without success so
far. It was considering an ordi-
nance to amend AICTE Act
but abandoned the plan after
the fiasco over the ordinance
on convicted MPs.

Buildings evacuated at Harvard after report of explosives

REUTERS
Cambridge (Massachusetts), 16 December

Monday
muaudmmﬂdlnaatthe
Im:toflmoamm-ouum-

in Cambridge,
Massachuseus. after warning
students of unconfirmed
reports that explosives had
been planted.

The Ivy League school said
it evacuated the Science
Center, Thayer, Sever and
Emerson Halls. “Out of an
abundance of caution, the
buildings have been evacuat-
ed while the report is investi-
gated,” Harvard Said on its
web site. ;

Institutions across the
Boston area have been on an

HT.Com ND 12/17/2013

elevated state of alert since
the April 15 bombing attack
at the Boston Marathon that
killed three people and
injured 264.

The Harvard campus
police, Cambridge Police and
Massachusetts State Police,
including the bomb squad,
responded to the campus,

where they set up yellow-taped

perimeters around the evacu-
ated buildings and directed
students to move away.

University officials closed
Harvard Yard — the wooded
and snow-covered historic cen-
ter of the campus — to outside
pedestrians, allowing only peo-
ple who held Harvard identifi-
cation to enter.

People could be seen walk-

P-6

ing calmly outside the campus.
The school, founded in 1636,
has about 21,000 students.

Police did not immediately
return calls seeking further
details.

Harvard’s campus is located
in a densely populated urban
area adjoining Boston.
Students this week were sched-
uled to take final exams.

Omar for hnklng universities with business houses

MMM&

WMLAHSADMSTB‘S sl made i osile o youths 0 e
J "R‘&mm called for the hm g2 o
linking of higher educational “ESQND srumm sclmm'ﬂ‘ abm‘tydthawnﬁﬂnmm?w empi(:‘ya
institutions with leading business houses m remunerative jobs in the open job market,”
and conducting employment fairs for he said.
educated youths. . " - e Omar asked the students to acquaint
| “Higher ﬂuﬂonﬂmmﬂm s with the Udaan
universities, should leading business houses of the countryin and
npwhhthahdluﬂﬂmhhﬂddld WmﬂmmhﬁmMM”
mﬂm I-E mdo% 'ﬂﬁ !lld(h
of their requirement: heﬁm:m. by his| nment to en!
Omar said. el ties for students in science and
ch;.hlddtoum in Baba  during the last five years have given con-

the state.
Opening and upgrading various uni-
versity campuses, Degree

= J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah eI
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Study claims
FYUPnotahit

By Mail Today Bureau
in New Delhi

DELHI University stu-
dents are not happy with
the newly implemented
Four Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUP), with
a majority of them saying
they would prefer to go
back to the three-year
degree programme.

The findings are part of a
feedback survey carried out
by the Delhi University
Teachers Association
(DUTA). The feedback was
taken ‘i): c? host of issluesbgln
FYUR uding emplo; -
ity and fractical kngwl?;ige,
foundation courses and dis-
cipline-based courses.

Survey was carried
out by DUTA

The staff association at
Miranda House and Sri Ram
College of Commerce took the
feedback from 718 students.
The feedback taken the univer-
sity from 212 students of St.
Stephen’s college *was also
added to it. “DUTA shares the
response of the students from
SRCC and MH alongside the
university feedback received
from the FYUP students in St.
Stephen’s College,” DUTA
president Nandita Narain said.

Among the 930 respondents,
570 students are from Miranda
House, 212 from St. Stephen’s
and 148 from SRCC.
Employabllity and garactlcal
knowledge: Al House,
59 per cent of students rejected
the claim of employability, while
36 per cent remained unclear as
to how the Foundation Courses
(FCs) would help them become
more employable. At SRCC, 47
per cent rejected the claim while
49 per cent remained unclear. In
SRCC, 48 per cent saw no merit
in the FC projects while 43 per
cent remained unsure.

PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION ONLY

According to the DUTA stu, students would l to
go back to the three-year degree programme.

Foundation courses: In Miranda
House, 88 per cent said the FCs
were a rehash of content

taught in school, while 73 per
cent in SRCC with them.
In the remarks nwtgegouniverslty
questionnaire, per
cent of students from St.
Stephen’s also con-
curred that the FCs
are a monumsnta.l

courses: In

Miranda House, 96

per cent and 95 per
cent students in
SRCC have replied
that DC-I courses have
not been given adequate
focus and that students have

very little time to study and
prepare for them. An over-

whelming majority of students
from St. Stephen’s College
have also complained about
the little time being given to
the DC-I courses.
ChoicebetweenFYUPandls-
year programme: In
Miranda House, 91

The per cent of the stu-
study was

conducted
among 930
students of Miranda
House, SRCC and
St. Stephen’s
College the

dents would prefer
to go back to the
three-year pro-
gramme while 90
per cent stu-
dents in SRCC
have rejected the
FYUP in favour of
three-year
degree course. A
comparable number of
students in St. Stephen’s
College have also demanded a
roll-back of the FYUP.
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Scientists perform first rock
dating experiment on Mars

FOR THE first time, scientists have successfully determined the
age of a Martian rock - with experiments performed on Mars.

Although researchers have determined the ages of rocks from
other planetary bodies, the actual experiments - like analysing
meteorites and moon rocks - have always been done on Earth.

The work, led by geochemist Ken Farley of the California
Institute of Technology (Caltech), could not only help in under-
standing the geologic history of Mars but also aid in the search
for evidence of ancient life on the planet.

Findings from the first such experiment on the Red Planet pro-
vide the first age determinations performed on another planet.

Farley and his colleagues determined the age of the rock to be
about 3.86 to 4.56 billion years old.

The results come from
the analysis of data and
observations obtained
during Curiosity's explo-
ration at Yellowknife Bay
- an expanse of bare
bedrock in Gale Crater
about 500 meters from the
rover's landing site.

The smooth floor of
Yellowknife Bay is made
up of a fine-grained sedi-
mentary rock, or mud-
stone, that researchers
think was deposited on
the bed of an ancient

The smooth floor of Yellowknife Bay is Martian lake.

made up of a fine-grained sedimentary In March, Curiosity
rock, or mud-stone, that, researchers drilled holes into the
think, was deposited on the bed of an mud-stone and collected
ancient Martian lake powdered rock samples

from two locations about
three meters apart.

Once the rock samples were drilled, Curiosity’s robotic arm
delivered the rock powder to the Sample Analysis on Mars (SAM)
instrument, where it was used for a variety of chemical analyses,
including rock dating techniques.

One technique, potassium-argon dating, determines the age of a

rock sample by measuring how much argon gas it contains.
Although the potassium-argon method has been used to date
rocks on Earth for many decades, these types of measurements
require sophisticated lab equipment that could not easily be
transported and used on another planet. Farley had the idea of
performing the experiment on Mars using the SAM instrument.
There, the sample was heated to temperatures high enough that
the gasses within the rock were released and could be analysed by
an on-board mass spectrometer. The study was published in the

journal Science Express. PTI, Washington
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Pune scientists discover frog species

Neha Madaan, TNN Dec 16, 2013, 09.45AM IST

PUNE: A new frog species has been discovered in the biodiversity-rich Western Ghats, by scientists of the city-
based MES Abasaheb Garware College and the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER).

The frog has been christened as 'Raorchestes ghatei', after city-based scientist H VV Ghate, in recognition of his
contributions to the herpetology of the Western Ghats of Maharashtra and as an inspiration to all researchers. It
will assume the common name, 'Ghate's Shrub Frog'.

Scientists who undertook the research said 'Raorchestes ghatei' is genetically different from all known species
of Raorchestes frogs, which makes the discovery all the more significant.

The new species differs from its counterparts based on a combination of characters, the main character being a
boney enlargement on the upper arm bone, which is present only in the male of the species discovered, said
researchers.

"Research further showed that the new species is genetically distinct and forms a distinct branch within the
genus 'Raorchestes'. The new species exhibits sexual differences between males and females and shows direct
development,” said IISER Inspire Faculty Fellow Neelesh Dahanukar, adding that the species is widely
distributed in the Western Ghats of Maharashtra.

Another researcher involved in the discovery from Abasaheb Garware College, Anand D Padhye, said, "The
Western Ghats have a rich diversity of amphibians with a great degree of endemism. With recent descriptions of
several new species and genera of amphibians from here, it is clear that several amphibian species from the
place are not yet formally described and detailed surveys and studies are thus essential."

Currently, 49 species are recognized under Raorchestes, while the genus is distributed not only in the Western
Ghats, but also in southern China, Laos and Vietnam. "Researchers had described ‘Raorchestes bombayensis'
from Castle Rock in Karnataka in 1919 and had mentioned that the species was also present in Kas in Satara
and Khandala in Pune district. Our research, based on morphological and molecular analysis, however found
that the population of the Raorchestes from Satara and Pune districts, earlier reported as R bombayensis, are
actually those of the new species, Ghate's Shrub Frog," added Dahanukar.

Researchers said though no specific threats to the species could be identified, continuous deforestation in these
areas leading to habitat fragmentation could be a threat.

"Several localities from which the species is currently known are also subject to tourism and recreational
activities. There is a large wind farm near the type locality at Chalkewadi, while other localities are also
potential wind farm sites. Recently, Dahanukar and others had reported the presence of chytrid fungal infection
in R bombayensis from Taleghar. It can thus be suggested that Ghate's Shrub Frog is prone to this infection,"
said Padhye.

Researcher Amit Sayyed from the Wildlife Protection and Research Society in Satara and Anushree Jadhav
from Garware College were also part of the research findings.
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Private varsities can use JEE to admit engineering students

TNN Dec 16, 2013, 08.44AM IST

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh Private University Regulatory Commission (MPPURC) has permitted the private
universities to admit students for engineering courses through Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) from the next
academic session.

However, it is not mandatory and it is not binding on these universities. They may have their own entrance test
also. Private universities have been taking only 15% admission through JEE so far.

According to chairman of the commission, Dr A K Pandey, "It will help private universities in streamlining the
admission process.”

When asked why it is not mandatory to give admissions through only JEE, he said, "Every university has their
own structure and process for admission. We have given them the option."

The directorate of technical education (DTE) had abolished state pre-engineering test this year and admissions
to the government and private engineering colleges would now be done through JEE.

There are 11 private universities in the state where around 20,000 students are studying in the different
engineering courses. They include are AISECT (Bhopal), ASK University (Satna), Amity University (Gwalior),
ITM University (Gwalior), Jaypee University (Guna), Oriental University (Indore), RKDF University (Bhopal),
People's University (Bhopal), SVN University (Sagar), Jagran Lake City (Bhopal) and Techno Global
University (Sironj).
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Youngest || Tian Satyam wishes to replicate Einstein's feat!

Ara, Bihar: Satyam left the nation stunned when he achieved the remarkable fete of clearing the
Indian Institute of Engineering examination at the young age of 12 years. The prodigy registered
his name in the history books as the youngest candidate to clear the prestigious institute's
entrance examination.

Not to be left behind, a competitive Satyam decided to give the entrance exam another shot.
Thirteen-year-old Satyam became the youngest ITT aspirant to clear the exams.

Born on July 20, 1999, the boy a resident of Bhojpur district of Bihar and the son of a poor farmer
Sidhnath Singh, has cleared IIT-JEE exam consecutively for the second time this year.

He had qualified in IIT entrance exam last year at an age of 12 after getting special permission from CBSE to sit in the test but was not
satisfied with his low rank of 8137 and hence repeated the test this year.

In 2013 exam Satyam has secured All India Rank of 679. "I was not satisfied with my low rank and hence repeated the test this vear. I was
confident of making it this vear again,” the child prodigy said.

Satyam's success story is full of thrill. His uncle Pashupati Singh, a clerk in local Veer Kuer Singh College, said the boy had no formal
schooling till standard eight. This was due to poor economic condition of the family as well lack of basic teaching facility in the village
government school.

"We used to give him basic level teaching at home itself,” Singh said.

"His memory and grasping power always surprised us,” he said.

Satyam went to school for the first time at class eight in 2007 when he cleared Rajasthan board exam and was given admission in Modern
School in Kota, Singh said adding the principal R K Verma borne all expense on his study and coaching for IIT entrance exam.

Talking about his study habits, the child said, "I study regularly for six hours a day with complete focus”.
And he is no bookworm. "I see movies, play foothall and fiddle with mobile,” he said.
The boy said he would like to achieve the feat of Nobel Prize winner scientist Albert Einstein.

This page printed from: htip: / /daily. bhaskar.com/ article /BIHyoungest dit-qualifier-saty arn-wishes-to-do-einst ein-4464543-
PHOhtmnl?seq=1
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Know about Satyam who cracked IIT-JEE at the age of 13

India TV National Desk [ Updated 17 Dec 2013, 06:58:52 ]

Image 1 of 7 (http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/know-about-satyam-who-cracked-iit-jee-at-the-age-of--
31540.html)

New Delhi: A 13-year-old student from Ara, Bihar, Satyam became the youngest in the country to crack the
IIT-JEE entrance examination yet.

His name is Satyam. Satyam is the youngest to crack the test in 2013 and in 2012.

Born on July 20, 1999 Satyam belongs to a poor farmer's family. He had completed his class XII from Senior
Secondary School, Kota with 85 per cent marks.

Satyam passed his eighth class from the Rajasthan Board and cleared ninth to twelfth standard from the CBSE-
affiliated Modern School in Kota.
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Business Standard

Draft regulation for tech institutes:Representatives
meet Raju

Press Trust of India | New Delhi December 16, 2013 Last Updated at 20:23 I:T

Aganst the backdrop of TGO coming out with a draft regulation for technical institutes, representatives from
over a dozen colleges today met HED Minister I 3 Pallam Eaju suggesting that they should be allowed to
follow the existing evaluation system.

They are also understood to have pressed for extending the deadline to provide feedback to the draft
guidelines by about 15 days.

Earlier this month, TGC had announced new draft guidelines to regulate technical institutes comprising
engineering and management schools in the country. Ithad asked educati on institutions for any feedback to
be given by December 9.

Arguing that the time given was not encugh for them for giving feedback, the representatives requested Eaju
to extend it up to December 31, sources said

The draft TGO guidelines came 1n wake of a Supreme Court ruling eatlier this vear questioning the authornty
of AICTE to regulate technical institutes. It said said that colleges affiliated to a university do not come under
the purview of the definition of "technical institution” as defined in ATCTE Act, 1987,

It had therefore becomme tmperative for the universities and TGO to evolve a suitable methodology to ensure
that existing technical or engineering colleges affiliated to universities do not dilute standards of technical
education imparted by them.

sources sald during the interaction with the minister, institution heads requested for evolving a mechanism
under which the existing evaluation system of ATCTE for approval colleges offening technical programime be
followed.

They were of the view that the existing system could be followed as they had little time to frame their views

on the draft guidelines.

The Supreme Court ruling has led to an air of confusion over the status of affiliation to technical institutes. At

present there are about 52 to 60 technical universities in the country, with dozens of colleges affiliated to
them.

& move by HED ministry to promulgate an ordinance to restore the powers of ATCTE was shelved quietly
later on over concerns of it being carmed through.
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